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prived of its traditional spiritual contents, having incited the most
ardent members of its former congregation against itself, and being
forced to rely on the cooperation of the secular authorities in this
struggle, the Russian church surrendered itself completely to the
government. Even if there had been no Schism in the seventeenth
century, the church probably could not have retained the remnants
of its ancient privileges in the face of the omnipotent Moscow
power, but the advent of the Schism greatly accelerated its ultimate
subordination to the state.
But in the early part of the seventeenth century one could not
foresee such an outcome. Under Patriarch Filaret, the father of Tsar
Michael, the Russian church appeared to 6e stronger than ever. The
edicts of the sixteenth century, which restricted the church's prop-
erty rights, had not been enforced. The Patriarch, through his
authority, not only destroyed the secular influence in the church but
actually gained control over the government. In the administration
of its internal affairs the church became literally a state within a
state, having patterned its organization on state institutions. From
the time of Patriarch Filaret, church administration, church courts,
finances, and the Patriarch's household were placed under the con-
trol of several departments like those of the state. Only a theory
which would furnish a legal basis for these conditions was lacking,
and this Patriarch Nikon attempted to supply.
The Lord Almighty, when He created Heaven and Earth, bade two
great lights, the Sun and the Moon, to shine Upon the World, and
through them showed us the authority of the Prelate and the Tsar.
That of the Prelate shines by day; it has power over the souls. That of
the Tsar is of the world: his sword must be kept in readiness against
the enemies of the Orthodox faith; the bishops and other clergy de-
mand protection from injustice and violence, and this is the duty of
the laymen. The laity need the clergy for spiritual salvation, while the
clergy need the laity for protection against oppression. Neither spiritual
nor secular authority is above the other, but both come from God.
Nikon's last non-committal conclusion contradicts his previous
parallel of the respective authorities of the sun and the moon. In
feet, he passes immediately from the moderate point of view to a
purdy ultramontane position: "It has been proved repeatedly that
Prelacy is above Kingdom: Prelacy is not bestowed bv the Tsars, but